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S
anta will be visiting us at the 
AAHBA office!  He will be 
bringing with him an ELF for 
picture taking too.

Karen Griffin of Karen B. 
Griffin Custom Homes and Past 
President of AAHBA has a special 
connection with Santa. She has 
arranged for him to visit us at 
AAHBA, 1651 Meriweather Drive 
on Thursday December 2nd from 
4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.   Bring 
the KIDS for a family portrait with 
SANTA – just in time to make your 
Christmas Cards out of them!  

Being an AAHBA Member, there is no 
charge to have your family picture taken 
with Santa.  However we are accepting 
a new, unwrapped toy for, “Toys for Tots” 
that will be going to those less fortunate.  
Susan Bogardus with First American Bank 
and Trust will be representing us in the 
“Toys for Tots program through our military.  
Susan also assures us that these families are 
heavily screened and will be going to the 
children in great need.  

Also remember that if you are one of 
the many to support the Salvation Army 
Angel program, you can also bring your 
gifts on this day too.  These gifts are due no 
later than December 8th in order for Santa to 
deliver them on time.

This is the REAL Santa – you 
can pull on his beard to find out for 
sure, but it’s probably not a good 
idea –  he might see you as being 
“Naughty”!!  See photos from our last 
visit with Santa http://aahba.phanfare.
com/4478941#imageID=88390719. Y

Santa is Coming to AAHBA!

http://aahba.phanfare.com/4478941#imageID=88390719
http://aahba.phanfare.com/4478941#imageID=88390719


 Jason Dickens Installs Brad Stephens as AAHBA President

Installation of 2010 – 2011 AAHBA Board of Directors

President Brad Stephens thanks our co- sponsor Christy Jenkins of 
CJL

 

The meeting opened with Jason Dickens presiding 
over his last meeting as President of  AAHBA.  Joe 
Couch with ABC Supply, lead the prayer and pledge of 

allegiance. 
Jason Dickens ended his THIRD term as AAHBA 

President as he installed the 2010 – 2011 officers!!   

Officers
President	 Brad Stephens
Vice President	 Alan Cannon
Secretary / Treasurer	 Leon Daniel
Associate Vice President	 Dana Kerr
  
Board of Directors
Jason Dickens		  Shane Dekle
Joe Couch		  Steve Coker

As he takes on the position of Past President of 
AAHBA, Jason moves on to continue to serve our interest 
in the housing industry by serving as the Home Builders 
Association of Georgia Treasurer.   He said a special thank 
you to, Executive Officer Jean Channell for all her support 
and hard work throughout his three-year term. 

Jason then began the installment of the 2010-2011 
Board of Directors. He asked that they all come to the 
front of the room to be installed. He concluded the 
installation of our current board and finalized his term by 
installing Brad Stephens as current AAHBA President.  

Brad’s first official act as President at the monthly 
membership meeting was to present to Jason with the 
prestigious Past President, plaque and to thank him for 
his dedicated and enduring service to AAHBA.

Membership Committee Chairman Alan Cannon, 
introduced our new members who were present, Alex 
Forrester with Lafarge and Lionel Orbea with Magnum 
Drywall. They both were present to receive their new 
member certificate and to let everyone know that they 
will be around and are looking forward to working with 
us.                                                                 

Many of us already knew why Alan was making 
his announcements with an “Orange” vest on, when it 
was Georgia – Florida football weekend!  Alan clarified 
by explaining that AAHBA was participating in the 
HBAG “Gator Hater” membership drive and encouraged 
everyones participation. 

We had two “Hidden Hammer” drawings, this 
month since we had the Associates Appreciation BBQ 
in September.  The winners were April Bonner with Pro 
Granite and Melanie Griffin with Dalton Carpet One. 

The drawing for the raffle prizes donated by our 
sponsors was on!  There were several gift cards to “fine 

October Montly Meeting

dining”.   Our next Monthly Membership Meeting will be 
held November 16, same time, same place.  

Thank you again to our Sponsors, Chastain, Jenkins and 
Leathers and Quarterman & Hodson P.C.

There is no monthly meeting in December. Y
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President Brad Stephens thanks our co- sponsor Alec Hodson 
with Quarterman & Hodson P.C.

Brad presents Jason with the “Past President” plaque

Alan Cannon tells about the membership drive

 Thank you to our sponsors of the 
monthly meal and raffle for the October 

Monthly Membership Meeting.  

Chastain, Jenkins and Leathers, residential, and 
commercial real estate professionals.  Christy Jenkins and 
Sarah Chastain Ellis attended the meeting on behalf of 
CJL.

CHASTAIN, JENKINS & LEATHERS, LLC is a boutique 
real estate company located in the heart of Athens, 
GA comprised of highly skilled and educated Realtors 
and Associate Brokers. The firm is focused on assisting 
buyers and sellers with all of their real estate needs. 
CJ&L specializes in residential and commercial sales and 
property management services.

The firm is involved in all phases of real estate sales 
including land acquisition, concept development, 
product design, marketing implementation, and sales to 
closing.

          
http://www.cjandl.com/ 

Quarterman and Hodson, P.C. 
Quarterman & Hodson, P.C. have been long time 
supporters of AAHBA.  They are continually contributing 
to, and participating in so many incredible ways to the 
AAHBA functions and fundraisers.  Alec Hodson, also 
serves on the Associate Council, many of you know 
them simply as, Rusty, Alec, and Sarah, they are a general 
practice law firm which focuses on Real Estate Law, 
Corporate Law, Business Law, Wills, Trusts & Probate, 
Estate Planning, Mediation, and many other areas. Visit 
their “About” tab on their website – you will see the “to-
the-point and up-front,” kind of firm that they are. www.
quartermanandhodson.com/

Sarah Morang, Rusty Quarterman & Alec Hodson

M e e t i n g  S p o n s o r  H i g h l i g h t
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Dave Sykes, Brad Stephens and Melanie Griffin team up for the 
raffle drawings

April Bonner and Melanie Griffin winners  Hidden Hammer 
Drawing

Brad and new member Alex Forrester with LaFarge Concrete

Brad and new member Lionel Orbea with Magnum Drywall

October Montly Meeting

Georgia DCA Board Approves Mandatory Blower Door Testing
On November 3, the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) Board voted to give final approval to adopt the 2009 
IECC with 2011 Georgia Amendments (including mandatory blower door testing) as a minimum code and the 2008 
National Green Building Standard (NGBS) with 2011 Georgia Amendments as a permissive code. This followed 
the July 29 recommendation of the State Codes Advisory Committee (SCAC) to approve the codes. The codes are 
effective January 1, 2011.
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Ms. Brenda Blanton
Prudential Blanton Properties
524 Hill Street
Athens GA  30606
706-613-6040  Business
706-613-1586  Cell
brenda@prudentialblanton.com
www.bbsellshomes.com
Sponsor: Matt Richardson

Ms. Christy Baker Jenkins
Chastain, Jenkins and Leathers
675 Pulaski Street  Ste 700
Athens GA  30601
706-559-4520  Business
706-559-4522  Cell
christy@cjandl.com
cjandl.com
Sponsor: Brad Stephens

Mr. Glen Husfeld
Premier Heritage Homes, Inc.
306 Apple Valley Rd.
Commerce GA  30529
706-387-0235  Business
706-387-0276  Cell
ghusfeld@windstream.net
Sponsor: Matt Richardson

Mr. Jeff Davis
Suntrust Mortgage
101 North Lumpkin St.
Athens GA  30601
706-354-5201  Business
706-354-5249  Cell
jeff.c.davis@suntrust.com
www.suntrustmortgage.com/jeffd 
www.suntrustmortgage.com/joebishop
Sponsor: Brad Stephens

Mr. Jim Davis
Davis Tree Service
P.O. Box 1587
Watkinsville GA  30677
706-769-7991  Business
 706-202-3639 Cell
jimdavistree@bellsouth.net
jimdavistree.com
Sponsor: Stephanie Doerr

Ms. Laura Stearns
Studio 21 Interiors
1200 Settlers Ridge Rd.
Athens GA  30606
706-474-6188  Business
706-474-6188  Cell
studio21interiors@gmail.com
Sponsor: Jared York

Mr. Robert Vaughn
ASAP / Glenn Company
235 Floyd Drive
Athens GA  30607
706-548-2278  Business
706-548-0226  Cell
asapwd@aol.com
www.asapglenn.com 
Sponsor: Alan Cannon

The following new members were approved for membership by the AAHBA Board of Directors
Please help us welcome them to our Association:

	 Gator Hater – Membership Drive 
	 Thank you to everyone who 

participated in the AAHBA Membership Drive. 
The “Kickoff Party” started the two day event for 

the membership drive. With great enthusiasm AAHBA 
President Brad Stephens, fearlessly climbed into the 
“dunking booth” inviting those in attendance to take 
their best shot at him and “dunk the blue and orange 
gator”!  Repeatedly Brad took a swim to show his 
passion for gaining new members for AAHBA.

Did it pay off?  You betcha it did!!  Thanks to Alan 
Cannon, Brad Stephens, Dave Sykes, Jared York, Matt 
Richardson, Stephanie Doerr.  We have NEW Members!

Come meet our new members at the next AAHBA 
Membership Meeting on November 16th at the Holiday Inn Express.

Membership Party “Kickoff”  
Dave Sykes and President 
Brad Stephens

Dunking Booth – Prez “UP”

Dunking Booth – Prez “Down”
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h o m e l e ss   sh  e l t e r

Athens Building Supply & 
Mirko Pasta Serve the Athens 

Homeless Shelter

AAHBA Member Athens Building Supply 
represented by Dennis Hopf, teamed up with a 
full meal donation from Mirko’s Pasta, on Baxter 
Street in Athens.  In a combination of efforts the 
“buona il pasto” of pasta and salad by Mirko’s, 
was picked up and delivered by Dennis to the 
Homeless Shelter.  

This was his first visit to the homeless 
shelter and, he had opportunity to visit and 
find out more about how the shelter helps so 
many families and children in need.    It was an 
eye opening experience, and one that Athens 
Building Supply, Dennis, and Mirko’s Pasta so 
graciously and generously donated time, food, 
and energy to. 

For several years now AAHBA members 
have donated a meal the second Tuesday of 
every month, to the Athens Homeless Shelter to 
help those less fortunate.  It is an opportunity 
to personally serve your local community with 
one of your most precious resources… “your 
time and efforts”.

The upcoming New Year calendar is now 
available to sign up for serving the Athens 
Homeless Shelter in 2011.  Contact 706-543-
5760 to register for a month that best fits your 
schedule from January to December of 2011. Y

ABS
Athens Building Supply

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

What Are AAHBA Members Up To?
Dalton Carpet One New Grand Opening
AAHBA Member and store owner of Dalton Carpet 
One Mike Blanton and team, recently complete 
their 6,200-square-ft store makeover.  Included in 
the renovations were the design center, and the 
addition of a 7,250-square-foot warehouse.  The new 
grand opening was finalized with a Ribbon cutting 
ceremony. 

Walton EMC – Educating 
Walton EMC held several Energy Seminars in the last 
few months.  If you missed them, contact Jennifer 
Broun at 770-266-2572 or  e-mail her at jbroun@
waltonemc.com for more information that will help 
you decrease the amount of your utility bills.

Cindy Haddon with Walton EMC Educates on 
Energy Savings 

Dalton Carpet One – 
New Grand Opening

Melanin Griffin with 
Biltmore Flooring 

Represenative
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Jason Dickens ending his three year 
term as AAHBA President

Jason the “Builder”

Thank You Jason Dickens

wanted to take a few lines to thank each of you for all you have done and continue to 
do for AAHBA.  I know how hard these past few years have been.  No one knows better 

than I.  Yet through all that we have been through, AAHBA has remained strong.  That fact 
is a testament to all of the hard work that you, our members have done.  I am reminded each 
and every day what a great association we  have…. what a wonderful Board of Directors and 
Associate Council we have…. what outstanding leadership we have had…. and how lucky I am 
to have been a small part of it.

During the last three years, we had one person that stepped forward when we really needed him, 
and that person is Jason Dickens.  Jason became President when we needed a strong leader who 
could direct us through these tough times. As all of you know, he continued to be President for 
the following two years. No one in the history of AAHBA has been President for three years.  
He continued on when he probably wanted to step down, because it was the right thing to do 
and because it was the best thing for AAHBA.  That is one of the reasons that I admire Jason so 
much….he always puts AAHBA before his personal needs and wants. 

Not only has he been our President for three years, he has made the long term commitment to the 
Home Builders Association of Georgia and will be President of HBAG in three years.  We have 
had only two other members to serve as HBAG President in the history of our association.  

Now that he is no longer President, I will miss our almost daily contact. But I know that he will 
always be there if I need him.  He is that kind of person.  For those of you that do not know Jason 
personally, he has a wonderful sense of humor and a great outlook on life. So, to you Jason, I 
want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you have done for AAHBA and for me.  
I am so thankful that I had you for as long as I did.  You will be a big part of the many fond 
memories that I have of AAHBA.  Please don’t become a stranger, because good people like you 
are hard to find.  I feel honored and privileged to have worked with you, and I look forward to 
seeing your smiling face at future meetings and events.

Jean Channell
Executive Officer
Athens Area Home Builders Association
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BB&T Invitation – Education

WHAT EMPLOYERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HEALTH CARE REFORM

Thursday, December 9th, 2010
8:30 am to 9:00 am Registration and Breakfast  •  9:00 am to 10:30 am Program

Holiday Inn 197 East Broad Street 
(@ corner of Hull & Broad) Athens, GA 30603

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will impose many new requirements on employers 
with group health plans. Benefit plans will need to be reviewed and changed as the requirements of the Act 
are implemented over the next several years but began as early as 9/23/2010. 

RSVP - To register yourself or others in your office, please contact BB&T Insurance Services, at 770-483-0080, 
or Carol.Ballard@BBandT.com by Friday, Dec 3rd.

AAHBA & Carrabba’s Italian Grill Help Project Safe
Through AAHBA Board member Alan Cannon of Cannon Residential Services, we 
recently learned of another community need in our local area.  

Carrabba’s has an incredible P’s & B’s  (Principles and Beliefs) concept, more than 
a mission statement.  

One of them is, “Take care of people first and everything else follows”. Carrabba’s 
staff are “family” and treat their customers the same.  

Marla Taylor Volunteer Coordinator for Project Safe said, 
“The women and children in our Emotional Abuse Support 
Group and Project Sales, a job training program, will be 
thrilled to have such a special meal.

Carrabba’s is serious about community outreach and 
have donated to other organizations through AAHBA many 
times over.   Lisa Teall and Martha Cooper with Coldwell 
Banker Upchurch Realty picked up the meal of pasta, salad, 
their famous bread and deliver to Project Safe in October.

Visit Proprietor Shadi Issa, and Jeremy at Carrabba’s on 
the Atlanta Highway and thank them for helping AAHBA to 
help Project Safe.

If you would like to learn more information about Project Safe, visit their website 
at www.project-safe.org
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Members Search Members 
in the AAHBA Directory

Is Your Advertisement  in the 
AAHBA “Yellow Pages”?
The new NEW AAHBA Directory is the perfect place 
to advertise your business to other members.  

Members are encouraged to do business with 
other members FIRST.  The AAHBA Directory IS your 
industry Yellow Pages.  

	 Builder Members

	 Associate Members

	 Buyer’s Guide

	 Index By Company

	 Index By Contact

	 Advertising Index 

	 And MUCH More!

	 NEW Addition – Listing of “Member to 
Member Discounts”

Sign up now, for our NEW “Platinum $250 and Gold” 
$175 advertising packages – this also includes 
advertising on the AAHBA Website… WITH your 
own login and password!    

Prices are Yearly Rates

Call 706-543-5760 or email 
gac_aahba@bellsouth.net  

All ads should be turned in no later than November 
30th in order to meet our deadline.  We will have 
the 2011 Directory ready for you to pick up at the 
January 2011, monthly membership meeting. Y

Home & Garden Show 2011
  

P
lanning for the 2011 Home & Garden Show 
is well underway.  Booth sales are going 
great, and we are ahead in comparison to 
last year.  Special thanks to David Sykes of 

the Athens Home Improvement Guide who is 
doing an outstanding job of selling booths. Also 
thanks to Melanie Griffin of Dalton Carpet One, 
chairman of the Home & Garden Show and her 
committee who are already working hard on the 
Show.

 If you have not secured your booth space, 
please call the office at 706/543-5760, and we 
can let you know which booths are still available.  
Don’t wait, because the show is filling up fast. 

The Home & Garden Show is a wonderful 
opportunity to market your business to the 
public and to the members of AAHBA. Don’t be 
left out. Call today and reserve your booth!  706-
543-5760 Y
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Make Your AAHBA Membership Pay YOU!!

Do you use…

        

        

And More!!  
Visit  www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?sectionID=1881&genericContentID=48
For Details and an Overview of ALL Discounts!

Have you used your LOCAL “Member  To Member Discounts” Yet…  
Builder Brad Stephens has.

ABC Supply	 Discount 10%

Athens Home Improvement Guide	 Discount 10%

Athens Blueprint	 Discount 15%

Dalton Carpet One	 Discount 10%
       On special order materials – 
       hardwood, laminate, ceramic tile, vinyl, 
       carpet and area rugs.

Make Mine Home – Design Consultation	 Discount 10%

Marvel Fence	 Discount 10%
       List installed prices or prices on  
        www.profenceworks.com

Pro Granite	 Discount 10%

Select Marble of Athens  	 Discount 10%

These AAHBA Member to Member Discounts will be displayed often to remind you of your 
benefits.  Coming soon – find Member to Member Discounts in the 2011 AAHBA Directory.

Please contact AAHBA to add your company to this list. Call 706-543-5760   
E-mail: gac_aahba@bellsouth.net
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Nextel:	 155*1028*584
Mobile:	 706-215-1449
Office:	 706-367-9875 x 113
www.keithporterinsulation.com	 Dawn Charriez

Complete Line of Overhead Doors
Residential • Commercial

Broken Springs & Cables Replaced • Replacement Doors & Operators

www.garagedoorsfirst.com

706769-4954

Installed by professionals; 
backed by Chamberlain, world’s largest 
manufacturer of garage door openers.

NORTHEAST GEORGIA GUTTERS 
& GARAGE DOORS, INC

Custom Standing Seam Copper Roofing

S a l e s  •  S e r v i c e  •  I n s ta l l at i o n

706549-5255Serving Northeast Georgia Since 1991
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“A Company Where Satisfaction Matters”

Roofing  •  Siding

Windows  •  Tools

Gutters  •  Accessories

And More

ABC Supply keeps the focus where 

it belongs . . . on you, the customer. 

We know that our success depends 

on your success.  That’s why we are 

staffed with knowledgeable people 

who know the importance of customer 

satisfaction and managers who have 

the authority to assist you in any 

situation that arises.  All ABC customers 

are invited to provide feedback on 

the services and products we provide.  

Our goal is total customer satisfaction.  

We are committed to earning your 

business every single day.

We are proud to announce 
that ABC Supply has 
been honored with the 
prestigious Gallup Great 
Workplace Award 2010 – 4 
years running. ABC Supply 
Company is one of only 12 
companies in the world to 
receive the award.

Athens Branch  •  925 Athena Drive  •  Athens, GA  30601  •  706-208-9527 (P)  •  770-549-6946 (F)

Workplace Award 2010 – four years running
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Icynene Foam Insulation
Fiberglass Insulation
Cocoon II – Sprayed Cellulose
ModBan Resistance Sealer
Fireplaces – Marble, Mantles, Gas Logs
Woodstoves
Gas Grills
Closet Shelving
Vanity Mirrors
Shower Doors
Door & Bath Hardware
Shutters
Central Vacuum Systems

P.O. Box 555
Jefferson, Georgia 30549

www.keithporterinsulation.com
Jefferson:	 706-367-9875
Athens:	 706-548-3639
Gainesville:	 770-534-0072
Lawrenceville:	 770-586-5202

Since 1946

2030 Epps Bridge Road	 (706) 543-7367
Athens, Georgia  30606	 Fax (706) 543-6042

1671 Meriweather Drive • Suite 103

Bogart, Georgia 30622

706.543.7777

fax 706.543.1844
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Environmental Site 
Management L.L.C.

Commercial and Residential 
Site Management

Specializing in: Erosion and Sediment Control,
EPD Storm Water Monitoring, 

Hydroseeding and Landscaping

Nick Hobbs – 20 Years Experience

3290 Astondale Rd.
Watkinsville, GA  30677

Mobile: 706-202-6722   Fax: 706-769-0276
Email:  nickbhobbs@bellsouth.net

Reduce Your Business Costs  

ARE YOU USING YOUR MEMBER  
ADVANTAGE  SAVINGS?

www.memberadvantage.nahb.org

BB&T – Matt Jones is a New Father!

Congratulations to Matt Jones and his 
wife Lisa.  They are the proud parents 
of a new baby girl, Mary Ann Jones.
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Become a Right Choice builder today

Right Choice homes, the most energy efficient on the market, are now ENERGY STAR®

qualified. That means each home must meet strict energy efficiency guidelines set by

the EPA. They also have lower utility bills, help protect the environment by reducing

greenhouse gas emissions, and are quieter and more comfortable. All of which tells

the customer that a Right Choice builder is truly committed to quality.

Find out how Right Choice ENERGY STAR® qualified homes

makes the area’s best builders even better.

• Each home qualifies for                 
Jackson EMC’s lowest energy rate

• Guaranteed Comfort

• Effective Insulation

• High-Performance Windows

• Tight Construction & Ducts

• Energy Efficient Heating            
&Cooling Equipment

• Energy Efficient Products

• Third-Party Verification

visit jacksonemc.com/rightchoice

Energy Efficient. Guaranteed.
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MISSION STATEMENT: The Athens Area 
Home Builders Association, chartered in 
1957, is a not for profit trade association 
representing and uniting the building 
industry in Clarke, Oconee, Madison and 
Oglethorpe counties. As the voice of the 
industry, we strive to create and promote 
a favorable climate for quality, affordable 
construction to assure a positive economic 
future for the communities we serve.

This is the actual picture you are 
looking for, just much smaller.

If you have any questions concerning the 
above meetings or activities, please call 

the Association office at 543-5760.

C a len   d a r

ATHENS AREA HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 

P. O. BOX 1903  •  ATHENS, GEORGIA 30603
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AAHBA After Hours
5:00– 7:00

Association Office

Associate Council
12:00 Noon • Association Office

Board of Directors Meeting
10:30 A.M.

Holiday Inn Express, 
Downtown Athens

Regular Monthly Meeting
11:30 Registration • 12:00 Lunch

Holiday Inn Express, 
Downtown Athens

Santa  Photo Opportunity
4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Association Office

Associate Council
12:00 Noon

Association Office

Board of Directors Meeting
12:00 Noon

Association Office

NO MONTHLY MEETING 
IN DECEMBER

December

November

Hidden Hammer
There is a Hidden Hammer located in the Newsletter. The size 

of the Hidden Hammer is much smaller than this one. If you 

find it, call our office with the location at 706-543-5760, fax it to 

706-549-7203 or  e-mail it to gac_aahba@bellsouth.net before 

the next Monthly Meeting. We will have a drawing during the 

Monthly Meeting for the winner of $25.*

Name _______________________________________________

Company Name _ _____________________________________

Location of Hammer (page #, etc.) ________________________

*	 You must be present at 
	 the next Monthly Meeting 

during the drawing to 
	 win the $25.

18	 a a h b a  n e w s  Y  n o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0


